
The  Hampshire 
Biodiversity Information 
Centre

Established April 2002

Nicky Court, Centre Manager



The UK Network of 
Biological Records 
Centres

Range from ‘in development’

to ‘fully functional ’
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HBIC - background

• Hosted by Hampshire County Council
• Funded by a wide Partnership
• Employ 7.5 staff plus volunteers
• Led by a Strategic Management Group
• Data exchange with many species recording groups
• Work to a 3 year Business plan
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The Purpose of the Centre

To collect, collate, manage and disseminate 
information of known quality on Hampshire’s 
biodiversity to those who require it, to increase 
knowledge and understanding, and to enable 
informed decisions to be made about factors 
affecting the environment.
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Why is biodiversity data needed ?

• To inform Regional & sub-regional plans, Local 
Development Frameworks, Minerals & Waste Plans,   
AONB Plans, 

• To assess the impact of planning applications on si tes 
supporting habitats or species of wildlife importan ce 

• To identify, evaluate & review sites of wildlife im portance -
SSSIs, SINCs, Local Nature Reserves etc. 

• To guide land management inc. restoration and re-cr eation 
opportunities

• To support, audit and monitor the Biodiversity Acti on Plan  
process and feed into Annual Monitoring Reports

��������	
���
��	�����
�����������
�	���	



Legislative need for data
All plans, policies, decisions must have full 
regard to habitats  & species, compliant with 
relevant legislation :
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•Planning Policy Statements 9 & 12 – evidence base
•Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000 – S74 habitats/species
•EC Habitat Regulations – European sites & species
•Environmental Impact Assessment Regs.- semi-natural habs
•Wildlife &Countryside Act 1981 – protected species & their habitats
•Hedgerow Regulations etc. – Important hedgerows
•Natural Environment & Communities Act – statutory regard,  S41 list



What data are we collecting?
The extent, abundance and  condition of UK & Hampsh ire BAP
habitats and species including those listed as bein g “of 
Principle Importance in England” S74 CRoW Act  includ ing :

• Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland, 
Wood-pasture, Ancient Hedgerows, 
Fens, Heathland, Downland, Species-rich
neutral grassland, Reedbeds, Coastal etc.  

• Otters, Bats, Dormice, Great Crested Newts
• plus many other legally protected & notable

plants, birds invertebrates etc. 
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Data held
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8000+ site surveys 
supporting 3,800 
SINCs & 128 
SSSIs

80,000 habitat/ 
land-use  records 

2 million species         
records



Distribution of Nationally Rare & 
County Rare species in Hampshire
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•756 SINCs 
(3,800 in Hants)

•6056 ha
•9.6% of District
(County average     
is 9%)
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HBIC Survey Programme 2006/7 - 331 sites/440 days
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•Initial survey to establish ancient woodland SINC s tatus (10%)
•SINC monitoring (18%)
•Development control/planning applications (5%)
•Initial survey to establish interest (21%)
•Local Development Framework preparatory work (4%)
•To inform  management (13%)
•Minerals & Waste sites (.5%)
•Road Verge Register (.5%)
•Monitoring of cSACs and other SSSIs (9%)
•Woodland Grant Scheme (.5%)
•Forest Plans (5%)
•Highways Schemes (.5%)
•School Grounds (.5%)
•Hedgerow Regulations (4%)
•Other (7%)



HBIC Data requests 
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Handle 400+ data requests per year :

•Consultants/developers (50%)
•Partner organisations,
•other government agencies, 
•Landowners, 
•Countryside advisors, 
•Parish Councils and local groups, 
•Utilities, 
•Students etc.


