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Basingstoke and Deane 2026
In 2026 Basingstoke and Deane’s people, communities, and businesses will be flourishing and enjoying an excellent quality of life which has been improved by well planned growth and a positive attitude to change. Regenerating our towns and estates, and enriching the character of our villages and outstanding countryside will support Basingstoke as a major vibrant centre, leading the north Hampshire agenda and fulfilling an influential role in the region.
We will be:
prosperous and thriving - where
· a regenerated state of the art Basing View, along with easy transport connections, attract major new business to the town
· links with higher education stimulate innovative business growth 
· residents can readily improve their skills and play their part in and benefit from the area’s prosperity.
connected and active - where
· we create safe inviting places and communities where people want to live, feel at ease and that they belong

· people can connect, enjoy their lives, and get involved in their communities
· new homes meet local needs, and bring improved and new local facilities
green and distinctive - where
· we enrich the different characters of and relationships between towns, villages and the countryside, in the way we plan, such as the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the River Loddon area
· Basingstoke and Deane is a prominent hub for eco-living and green business
· we insist on the highest quality design and environmental standards to demonstrate pride in our place.
SPECIFICALLY we will:
a) Put people at the heart of our services – making it easy to meet everyday needs and embark on ambitions – and create a sense of community through more active involvement.
b) Work imaginatively and flexibly with others to bring benefits to our own residents and neighbouring areas.

c) Work with education providers to secure excellent schools and colleges, and extend opportunities for all ages to improve skills

d) Improve access from junction 6 of the M3, and integrate a revitalised Basing View into the town centre 
e) Improve broadband coverage and speed
f) Secure a new railway station at Chineham to serve business and local communities

g) Ensure rural vitality through more flexible services and supporting rural enterprises

h) Promote Basingstoke as a centre for retail, culture and a great place to do business; and celebrate what is great about our borough’s communities and heritage
i) Progress the central area vision including the “Top of Town” cultural quarter and create civic pride in public spaces
j) Ensure a range of attractive housing that meets different and changing local and personal needs, is well served and creates a sense of community
k) Create a buzz through cultural and leisure activities such as through an annual Basingstoke festival and significant community and leisure facilities including enhanced sports opportunities at Down Grange.
l) Make our most deprived areas and communities the focus for tackling inequality including regeneration

m) Advance healthy lifestyles including a positive work life balance, being active and ready access to open space
n) Support our most vulnerable residents and foster their independence; value and support caring and volunteering roles
o) Reduce our use of natural resources and minimise waste and pollution, such as through exploiting renewable energy sources, and reducing the impact of transport
p) Plan to adapt to climate change – minimising the likely impacts and harnessing new opportunities.
q) Enhance our special habitats and landscapes as a prime environmental, economic and community asset – through protection and active management.
r) Secure and manage good quality waterways for example in the rivers Test and Loddon.
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