	MINUTES OF MEETING

	Title:
	BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

(LSP) NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FORUM

	Held on:
	Friday 17 July 2009 at Popley Fields Community Centre

	Present:
	Alison Cross (AC) – Chair

Paul Beevers (PB) – Vice Chair

Vicky Fletcher (VF)

Amanda Bassett (AB)

Matt Beale (MattB)

Nigel Bell (NB)

Liane Green (LG)

Marion Brinton (MarionB)

Alex Hazel (AH)

Ken Mackenzie (KM)

Julia Verity (JV)

Mike Bird (MB)

Ros Whittlesea
	Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Cliddesden Conservation Group

HCC

Hampshire Wildlife Trust

HCC Countryside Service

Parish Council Association (BDAPTC)

BDBC – Parks Strategy & Development

BDBC – Built & Natural Environment

Environment Agency 

Overton Biodiversity Society

BDBC – Built & Natural Environment

BDBC – Built & Natural Environment

BDBC – Minutes

	Apologies:
	Dave Willis

Marion Wolstencraft

Patrick Stephens

Judy Halpin

John Jervoise
	


	
	
	Action

	1
	Welcome and Introduction (AC)
	

	1.1
	Apologies noted and minutes of meeting held on 27 February 2009 agreed (PB) and seconded (KM).
	

	2
	Review of Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy (MB)
	

	2.1
	MB provided a verbal brief on the review so far, covering the achievements of the existing strategy, lessons to be learned, approaches that are likely to be most successful in future and the need to reflect new regional and national policies and action plans in the updated strategy.  The development of a meaningful, robust indicator of landscape and biodiversity change remains a challenge.  The recognition of green infrastructure provision within the local planning process is a major opportunity.
	

	2.5
	Key dates for the strategy review programme are as follows:

· Prepare full review report and consultation draft & present to Overview Scrutiny Committee 19 November

· Consult from 20 November – 15 Jan (including public consultation event)

· Prepare final document and adopt by end May
	

	2.6
	Next Steps:

A working group is to be established for those able to contribute to the revised strategy.  Dates of sessions to be circulated to those expressing an interest.
	MB

	3
	Aspirations for the LSP’s ‘Shared Vison of the Borough’ (AC)


	

	3.1
	The LSP are consulting the public and partners on a policy document identifying the key issues and priorities for Basingstoke and the borough for a successful community in 2026.

AC circulated a draft consultation policy and asked members to write down the key things they would like to see within the vision.  The results will be collated and used to prepare a response on behalf of the NEF.
	AC

	4
	LSP Sustainability Group Environmental Footprints (AC)
	

	4.1
	The LSP Review identified the need for sustainability framework objectives for the borough.  From this a cross-cutting Sustainable Footprints Group has  produced a working document entitled Movement Towards a more Sustainable Basingstoke and Deane. 


	

	4.2
	AC circulated copies of the document.  It contains specific indicators intended to measure footprint and promote change.  The NEF are being asked to help advise on the indicators relating to the natural environment.


	

	4.4
	A NEF subgroup had met early in the summer to consider proposed indicators and AC updated members on this.  Following discussion, it was suggested that a further subgroup meeting be arranged for Friday 28 August at 10:00 am possibly at Violia, Herriard.  AC to confirm.


	AC

	5
	LDF, SHLAA and Water Cycle Study (MB)
	

	5.1
	MB reminded members that subscribing to the LDF Newsletter is the best way to keep up to date with LDF matters.  Many members were aware of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) and some had commented on the sites.  MB said that this should not be confused with the Core Strategy Preferred Approach which is due for consultation in the autumn.  It is this document that will set out proposed strategic areas for development.
Strong concerns were expressed at the fact that the Water Cycle Study was not yet available and MB was requested to relay these to the LDF team; it was also agreed AC would write to the Chief Executive to voice the NEF’s concerns.  
MB confirmed that biodiversity advice was being provided to the LDF team and that a biodiversity study would be available as part of the evidence base by the time the Preferred Options document goes out to consultation.
There was general discussion of the pressures of development on the borough and whether the borough has sufficient capacity to meet government housing targets.
There was criticism of the level of public engagement in the LDF process.  MB said that he thought there had been a lot of consultation and would obtain details of what had taken place so far.


	MB/AC

MB

	6
	Update from Forum Members
	

	6.1
	VF – A new draft document, Hampshire Landscape Assessment is available.  Draft will be emailed to MB.
	

	6.2
	AB - The Loddon and Eversley Heritage Area Project is celebrating its fifth year with a DVD on the project, which is being launched on 28 July.

	

	6.3
	MattB – The Countryside Access Group plans to form steering groups for Eversley and Hampshire Downs.
	

	6.5
	NB – Nigel asked how information could be obtained from HBIC.   AC said a formal request was needed but Alison would be pleased to help with this.
	

	6.6
	AH – The Loddon Biodiversity Strategy is to be reviewed and strategic target areas for biodiversity enhancement will form part of this.
	

	6.7
	KM – The Overton BAP is ready for publication.  Ken thanked Mike and Julia for their valuable help in this.

Overton Biodiversity Society are undertaking a glow-worm and dormouse Survey.
	

	6.8
	JV –  will be commencing baseline survey work as a basis for monitoring the benefits of meadow management of some of the council’s grasslands.


	

	6.9
	MB – Wildlife Week 2009 will be taking place between 16-23 August. 

Local results, for the national indicator for biodiversity (197) are now available.  This is based on the proportion of local wildlife sites (SINCs in Hampshire) that are under positive management.  Of the 755 SINCs in the borough, 43% are assessed as positively managed, 4% as negatively managed and 54% are in unknown condition. Full results to be emailed.
	MB

	7
	Actions from last meeting
	

	7.1
	2.1 – NEF Statement still to be distributed to Parish Councils.  Cllr Mitchell has resigned so there will be a new portfolio holder.  It was agreed that AC would write to the new portfolio holder to present the key issues of the Statement and invite them to the next NEF meeting .
	MB
AC

	7.2
	2.3 - MB to check if environmentally friendly paper was used for the NEF Statement.
	MB

	8
	AOB

There was no other business.
	

	9
	Date and venue of next meeting
	

	
	Suggested date Friday 25 September – Possible venue Overton Community Hall.   Date and venue to be confirmed.
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