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	Action

	1 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
	

	1.1 DW welcomed everyone to the meeting.  DW also thanked 3CG for hosting the meeting and providing the excellent refreshments and lunch (the ingredients of which were all purchased from local producers).

1.2 Apologies were noted.
	

	2 HAMPSHIRE DOWNS COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS PLAN CONSULTATION 
(Phil Allen / Nigel Smith)
	

	2.1 PA gave a brief background to countryside access plans before describing the scope and geographic area of the Hampshire Downs plan, which is the last of the seven CAP areas in the county.

The consultation process begins formally on 21 June.  An initial thought process meeting of users, landowners and organisations is to be held at the Dummer Cricket Club on 21 June to explore local issues affecting countryside access.  PA said that this group could be expanded to include other interested parties.  Once the consultation is finalised, it will be placed on the county council website for comment.
	

	A similar consultation has taken place in the Forest of Eversley and NS agreed to send NB a copy of the draft plan.
	NS

	3 PROGRESSION OF STRATEGIC AND LOCAL INITIATIVES 
(Mike Bird)
	

	3.1 MB gave a brief presentation on how the forum might develop a road map or framework setting out strategic objectives and how these can be achieved.  This would show how the existing strategies and plans inter-relate and identify the actions required to deliver them.

There was positive feedback from the forum and it was agreed that a half-day workshop for several members would be arranged for the early part of July – ideally before 12 July when the LSP conference is being held. The output of the workshop would be considered by the forum at the next meeting

NB commented that councillors should be lobbied in order to raise awareness of the objectives of the forum.  DW made the point that members of the forum should attend the LSP meeting in July to ensure that members’ views influence the Local Development Framework and the 20-year vision for the borough.
	MB

All

	4 PROMOTION OF WOODFUEL
(Patrick Stephens)
	

	4.1 PS explained that renewable fuel is at the heart of the government’s energy policy.  Woodfuel has the potential to provide a major component of the UK’s renewable energy commitment and can be cheaper than other types of fuel.  Woodfuel also provides and economic driver for woodland management.  There are ancient woodlands in Hampshire that could be used for this purpose.  Due to a lack of management, the good that the ‘gale’ did to biodiversity is being lost.

Basingstoke and Deane has 9100 hectares of woodland, which equates to 14% of the district.  Rather than bringing wood in from Scandinavia, we should make use of this resource.
	

	It was agreed that this issue was a good example to be raised in the discussion of the the LDF on 12 July.  Following this meeting, if it were felt that issues such as this were not noted, a letter would be sent to the LSP to highlight and re-emphasise these points.


	Chair

	5 PARISH CONSERVATION PLANS PROGRESS REPORT
(Mike Bird / Alison Cross)
	

	5.1 MB reported that the Hampshire Wildlife Trust will be leading this project – Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council will provide funding and a service agreement between the two organisations is being drawn up.

AC told the forum that a public meeting had taken place 3 weeks ago in Overton to launch to pilot for this parish, which will be undertaken by the Overton Biodiversity Society.  A further pilot will be undertaken in Newnham by the Newnham Conservation Group.  AC said that these two pilot projects will be carried out over a 2-year timescale.  The outcome will depend on the number of volunteers recruited but at the end of the project, it is intended that guidelines and a format for the plans will be available for other parish groups to use.

AC to update the Forum on progress when appropriate.
	AC

	6 INFORMATION PROVISION VIA WEBSITE UPDATE
(Mike Bird)
	

	6.1 Unfortunately, due to a technical problem, the NEF’s web page has not been loaded onto the LSP site.  If this cannot be overcome, it will be linked via the Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s website.


	MB

	7 UPDATE FROM MEMBERS ON NOTABLE ISSUES
(All)
	

	7.1 BF reported that a guidance note on the particular considerations of growing energy crops within the North Wessex Downs AONB is being prepared.  The note is aimed at landowners and landscape managers.
	

	7.2 HM made the point that species records for farmland (eg. Lapwing) should be provided to the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre so that it can influence environmental stewardship funding.

7.3 A week of wildlife events, including family fun days and walks and talks, will take place from the 18th to the 24 August.  The events are being put on by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council in conjunction with Hampshire Wildlife Trust and other partners.

7.4 The Wildlife Trust is opening its northern office at Herriard on 29 June.

7.5 BF said it was notable that woodfuel had been put forward by several people as something needing support at a recent meeting to develop a bid for LEADER funding for the North Wessex Downs AONB.
	

	7.6 Councillor Chapman has extended an invitation to the forum to join in the Pamber Forest walk on 14 July.  MB agreed to send an invitation to the forum to attend this event.
	MB

	8 ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING NOT COVERED ABOVE
	

	8.1 The Council Plan has been adopted and, as a result of input from the forum, there is a much stronger environmental emphasis.  It can be accessed via the Basingstoke and Deane website.  MB will email the link to members of the forum.

8.2 The importance of councillor involvement in the forum was raised.  It was suggested by NB that if Councillor Mrs Morrison is not able to attend every meeting, a representative might attend in her place.  MB to consult Councillor Mrs Morrison.

8.3 It was confirmed that a meeting to discuss further comprehensive surveys in Cliddesden parish has taken place (reference 5.4 of previous minutes).

8.4 With reference to item 8.3 of the previous minutes, Sue Rayden had spoke to the council’s Corporate Communications unit about the possibility of the forum receiving publicity in the ‘Today’ newsletter.  The response had been that the forum needs something tangible to promote.  A comment was made that the contents of ‘Today’ are too town focussed so more rural coverage is needed.  MB to feedback this comment and approach editor about a feature on the parish conservation plan pilots.
	MB

MB

MB

	9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	9.1 There was agreement that there should be an agenda item at next meeting on biodiversity recording.  The Hampshire and Biodiversity Information Centre should be asked if they can provide someone to lead an item on this.
	MB

	9.2 The Chair informed the meeting that the September meeting will mark the first anniversary of the forum.  This meeting will also serve as the General Meeting referred to in the Terms of Reference.  It will be necessary to re-elect a Chair and Vice Chair for the forum at this meeting. All to consider possible nominations.
	ALL

	10 DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	10.1 The next meeting will be held at the Cliddesden Millennium Hall—date to be confirmed (aiming for late September).
	MB
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