	Report To  
	



	MINUTES OF MEETING

	Title:
	BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (LSP) – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FORUM

	Held On:
	Friday 25 January 2008 at Cliddesden Village Hall

	Present:
	Roger Booth (RB) – Guest Speaker
David Willis (DW) – Chair

Mike Bird (MB)
Nigel Bell (NB)

David Glover (DG)
Jenny Squillaci (JS)
John Jervoise (JJ)

Patrick Stephens (PS)

Alison Cross (AC)

Alison Mosson (AM)

Paul Beevers (PB)
Liane Green (LG)

Judy Halpin (JH)
Phil Allen (PA)

Amanda Bassett (AB)

Jane Mackenzie (KM)

Ros Whittlesea
	Environment Agency

BDBC – Biodiversity
Parish Council Association (BDAPTC)

Popley Conservation Group
Cliddesden Conservation Group

Country Land and Business Association

Forestry Commission

Hampshire Wildlife Trust

Cliddesden Conservation Group

Cliddesden Conservation Group

BDBC – Environmental Care
HCC – Ecology
HCC – Countryside Service
Hampshire Wildlife Trust

Overton Biodiversity Society

BDBC – Minutes

	Apologies received from:
	Cllr Cecilia Morrison

Ken MacKenzie

Marion Wolstencroft

Vicky Fletcher

Linda Tartaglia-Kershaw
	Cabinet Member for Housing and Regeneration

Overton Biodiversity Society
Kempshott Conservation Group 
HCC
HCC

	
	Action

	1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
1.1 DW welcomed everyone to the meeting.
1.2 Apologies were noted.
	

	2. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT & QUALITY OF LIFE
        (Rodger Booth)

2.1   Roger Booth gave a very good talk on the realities of achieving environmentally sustainable development.  An important theme was the importance of taking into account quality of life when measuring our success, rather just relying on economic measures such as GDP.  Key issues covered in the talk were:

· population growth;
· exponential growth in use of natural resources; and
· climate change.

	

	2.2   The presentation prompted a number of questions and much debate. DW thanked RB for a very interesting and ‘heartfelt’ presentation that

        conveyed a strong message at ‘grass roots’ level. 

2.3   The forum agreed that the NEF/LSP have a key role to play in changing attitudes and influencing policy to improve sustainability within the borough.  The presentation showed the importance of focusing on the environmental, social and economic components of sustainable development. A question was raised about one of RB’s slides showing the possible environmental footprint for the borough and how this might be measured.  DW said that Sue Rayden had been looking at this with the LSP.  AC to contact Sue Rayden to find out what is happening with this. This is a potential future agenda topic and links with the Forum’s work on current status of the borough and priority actions.

	AC/SR
DW

	3. REVISED OUTPUT FROM NEF WORKSHOP ON

        PRIORITIES/ROADMAP
        (Mike Bird)
3.1 MB reported that the sub-group had met before Christmas.  A second draft of the roadmap would be ready in two weeks.  The final draft is to be circulated ahead of the next NEF meeting for discussion at that time.  The final document can then be produced in time for the LSP conference in the summer.
3.2 MB explained that the intended readership would be other LSP network partners, councillors, and other key decision.

	MB



	4. COUNCIL PLAN CONSULTATION – NEF RESPONSE

(Dave Willis)
4.1 The forum discussed the NEF response that had been sent in response to the draft council plan update, ‘Delivering a Successful Future’ (2008-11).   The response stressed the need to strengthen the natural environment aspects within the vision, priorities, activities and outcomes as these were considered to be weak in comparison to the economic and social aspects.  There was a comment that feedback from the consultation to the forum would be welcome.
4.2 DW said he was disappointed that Cllr Mrs Morrison had not attended today to note the comments made by the forum.  DW agreed to extend a personal invite to the next meeting.

	MB
DW

	5. NEF DRAFT ACTION PLAN 2008/09

(Dave Willis)

5.1 DW handed round copies of a draft action plan for 2008 and asked for comments from the forum.
5.2 Regarding activity 3, MB told the forum that a public consultation on the Local Development Framework Issues and Options document would begin on 28 January and run to the 10 March.  Workshops are taking place across the borough.  MB to circulate dates via email.  Forum members agreed it would be an omission if NEF did not respond.  Views and comments to MB including expressions of interest in a sub-group meeting late February.
5.3 AC, commenting on activity 5, said Overton’s Conservation Toolkit could be useful to other parishes.

5.4 NB also suggested the initiation of a Biodiversity Action Plan.  AC/MB to discuss and feedback to next meeting.
5.5 PB thought it would be useful to provide some ‘yardsticks’ that could be used to monitor progress and report to the LSP Board.  There was some discussion of the indicators that are to be used by the government for monitoring local government performance and the 35 of these that will be chosen as local headline indicators.  MB to contact Sue Rayden to find out what is happening in relation to the borough.
5.6 AC questioned whether the current terms of reference needed to be reviewed.  DW said that he believed they were still be appropriate but could be considered at the next annual meeting in the autumn.
5.7 The possibility of an annual conference was discussed. DW suggested that examples of individual members work/outcomes would give a greater insight and benefit the forum as a whole.   Members agreed the showcasing of work would be a useful exercise to understand each other’s work.  A key factor would be the budget.  MB to investigate.
5.8 DW to finalise the plan based on the comments received.

	All
AC/MB

MB

MB

DW

	6. UPDATE FROM MEMBERS ON NOTABLE ISSUES
6.1   PB asked for an update on the progress of the habitat mapping project.  MB said this would be an ongoing programme, but was already being used for particular projects, including parish conservation plans.

6.2   PA informed members that the end of the public consultation on the Draft Hampshire Downs Countryside Access Plan is the end of February.  PA to update forum at next meeting.  More information is available at: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-countryside/countryside-development/access-plans.htm 

	

	7.     ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING NOT COVERED ABOVE
7.1   There were no actions outstanding.
	

	8.      ANY OTHER BUSINESS
8.1    There was no other business.
	

	9.      DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

        The next meeting will be held in May. The Forum agreed that it would be at Popley Community Centre and some members requested an earlier start time.
	MB
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