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	MINUTES OF MEETING

	Title:
	Natural Environment Forum

	Held On:
	25 September 2009

	Present:
	Alison Cross (Chair)
Cllr Rob Golding

Nigel Bell

Amanda Bassett

Alexandra Hazel

John Jervoise
	Phil Allen
Julia Nethercroft

Elizabeth Alinson

Mike Bird

Yvonne Hawkins (minutes)

	Apologies:
	Paul Beevers
Cllr Elaine Still

Judy Halpin
	Matt Beal
Vicky Fletcher

Debbie Miller


	
	Action

	1 Welcome and Introduction
AC welcomed all to the meeting. Introductions were made.
	

	2 Apologies

Apologies were received and noted from the above.
	

	3 Actions arising from last meeting

3.1 Aspirations for the LSP’s ‘Shared Vision of the Borough’

From the consultation responses received, definite themes are emerging.  
It was noted that the Sustainable Footprints Group had picked up on this consultation and were concerned that too much focus is on growth.
	

	3.2 LDF, SHLAA and Water Cycle Study – Core Strategy Preferred Approach
Cllr Golding confirmed that this document will not be going out for consultation this autumn.  There will be an article in Basingstoke and Deane Today informing people of this, along with a feedback form for any comments.
AC wrote to Tony Curtis to express concern on behalf of the group that the Water Cycle Study had not yet been released.  AC has received no response as yet and will inform the CX’s PA of this.

In relation criticisms at the last meeting about inadequate consultation on the LDF, MB spoken to the planners who were surprised at this as they had held a wide range of consultation events had taken place at the issues and options stage.

Further comments regarding the consultation process were made—perhaps the problem is not the lack of consultation but the problem of engaging people in a complex technical area and also that the process is so long that it is difficult for people to keep track of the process or understand when decisions will be made about development locations (which is where it gets meaningful for many people).
	AC

	3.3 SINCS Condition Monitoring (National Indicator 197)
It was noted that HCC have responsibility for collating data, but the information is provided by a range of organisations including the Wildlife Trust, other advisors, councils etc.

AC confirmed that in the borough, land owners are notified of SINCS on their land, they are then offered free advice which the Wildlife Trust will provide as a partner.
	

	3.4 NEF Statement

It is believed that the paper used to produce the NEF statement has come from sustainably managed forests.
	

	4 Election of Chair and Vice Chair
AC was nominated by JJ to stand as Chair again, this was seconded by NB.  
PB although not at this meeting, had relayed that he would be happy to stand again as Vice Chair.  PB was proposed by PA and seconded  by AC.

Thanks were given to both AC and PB for their hard work and commitment to this group.
	

	5 Chair’s comments on the last year

Against the action plan, the forum has:
· Held three core meetings (October/February/July)
· Developed sub groups/working groups which has produced clear recommendations

· Held two subgroup meetings over the last year to work with Roger Booth: sustainability and living landscape strategy group

· Been keen to have Cllr representation – supported by Cllr Golding/Cllr Elaine Still

· Played a part in commenting on plans and documents – Council Plan, Vision for the Borough, Water Cycle Study, SHLAA

· Produced their own NEF summary document which is linked to the sustainability document in the LDF

· Has seen Overton BAP completed which was a significant piece of work

· Representation on the LSP board by PB.

Although these have been the highlights, it was mentioned that this hasn’t been achieved without difficulty and frustration and the lack of response on some things has been disappointing.

The NEF has been dwindling in numbers which is a reflection of the constant heavy workloads of its members.

AC stated that as Chair, she is aware she hasn’t achieved everything she would have liked for the forum, however gave her thanks to the forum for the confidence they have shown in her.

AC also thanked Paul Beevers for his consistent attendance at these meetings and his commitment to the group.

The way forward:

· It was agreed that the forum should continue to operate as it does now.  To continue with the three meetings a year and put more focus on the effective working groups.  This will be reviewed in a year.  It was also discussed that AC would discuss the lack of feedback with the LSP sub groups with Sue Rayden.

	AC

	6 Update on Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy Review
All agreed it was a useful workshop on 11 September.
The following points were noted:

· Looked at NEF leaflet – agreed it was a good starting point but more explanation than diagrams needed.  Important to make clearer links and how it delivers other council objectives.

· Proposed themed sections in the document – eg. management of parks and open spaces, planning, partnerships.

· Community engagement – good range of volunteer groups to get the message into the wider audience and the harder to reach groups.
· Follow up workshop w/c 5 October, then to Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 19 November, then public consultation.   A stakeholder workshop will be held to discuss issues. Cabinet in May for adoption.
	

	7 Update on LSP Sustainability Group/Environmental Footprints work

Indicators on the environment component have been selected from those discussed at the last meeting.
Roger Booth will be taking the findings to the LSP board meeting for approval in 2010.
	

	8 Standing Items of Interest
	

	8.1 Council Plan

Out for consultation from 28 October to 24 December.  The NEF members indicated a strong interest in responding to this.
	

	8.2 LDF

Biodiversity surveys due to be completed imminently.  A report will then be prepared during the autumn.

LDF does mean new material quality of life and well planned growth, there is tension between the two and compromise will have to be reached.

A discussion took place surrounding the south east plan and SHLAA (Strategic Housing and Land Availability Assessment).
	

	8.3 Community Strategy

No firm plans for review at the moment.
	

	9 Update from Forum members

AB: 27 November – Loddon Biodiversity Conference

PA: Countryside Access Plans – organising consultative forum groups

Cllr Golding: a Thames Water Basin Strategy is being prepared by the EA.
	

	10 Any Other Business

10.1 Funding
It was confirmed that small community projects may be eligible for grant aid through CEEF (Community Environmental Enhancement Fund).  Further information on council grants can be found on the council’s web site.

It was noted also that there are small grants available from HCC for the Access Partnership, some of which have included biodiversity.
	

	11 Date and Venue of Next Meeting

Dates, as agreed during this meeting were set as:
29 January

14 May

1 October – AGM

It was also agreed to hold the meetings at the civic offices.
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