	Report To  
	



	MINUTES OF MEETING

	Title:
	BASINGSTOKE AND DEANE LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (LSP) – NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FORUM

	Held On:
	Friday 27 February 2009 at Basinghouse

	Present:
	Alison Cross (AC) – Chair

Paul Beevers (PB)– Vice Chair
Matt Beale (MattB)

Amanda Bassett (AB)

John Jervoise (JJ)

Phil Allen (PA)
Ken Mackenzie (KM)
Patrick Stephens

Liane Green

Mike Bird (MB)

	Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Basingstoke Conservation Network

HCC Countryside Service

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Country Land and Business Association

HCC Countryside Service

Overton Biodiversity Society

Forestry Commission

BDBC parks and open spaces

BDBC – Built & Natural Environment Team

	Apologies:
	Councillor Horrace Mitchell

David Willis (DW)
Judy Halpin (JH)

Vicky Fletcher (VF)

Sue Rayden (SR)
	


	
	Action

	1. Welcome and Introduction
1.1    Apologies noted.
	

	2. Actions from the Last Meeting
(AC)

2.1 MB distributed copies of the printed NEF statement.  An initial print run of 150 copies has been done.  For further copies, contact MB.  Copies of the statement will be sent out with appropriately targeted covering letters to members, other LSP network partners and parish councils.  Any further comments and suggestions can be incorporated into prior to a future print run.
2.2 LSP conference was also suggested as a good opportunity to distribute the leaflet and promote its messages.

2.3 AB asked about whether the document was printed on environmentally friendly paper.  MB to enquire.

	MB
MB

	2.4  LSP update covered under item 3.
2.5  No feedback received on terms of reference.

2.6  Some membership questionnaires returned.  MB to email copies to anyone who has not yet replied and all are encouraged to complete and return so that we have up-to-date contact details for each organisation represented as well as a full picture of member’s priorities.

	MB
All



	3. LSP update
        (AC)
	

	3.1    Five Priority Action Groups (PAGs) have been established to co-ordinate the work of existing organisation and partnerships where there are barriers to effective action.  These PAGs are:

· Children and young Persons Locality Groups 

· Community Safety Forum 

· Economic Prosperity Board 

· Health and Wellbeing Partnership Board 

· Housing Partnership Board
	

	3.2     In addition, a cross-cutting Sustainable Communities Footprint Group has been formed, which will be looking to the NEF for input on natural environment issues.  
	

	3.3     The LSP Management Group  together with Cabinet Members have met to discuss vision and key ambitions for the period up to 2026. This will inform it re-writing the community strategy and there will be opportunities to input through workshops.
	

	4. Response to Council Plan 2009-2012
(AC)
4.1 Not many responses were received to AC’s email of 25 November 08, but a response was sent based on the NEF’s priorities.  MB distributed a copy of Aim 10 which is to:
“protect and improve the environment, through promoting biodiversity and landscape quality, waste reduction, recycling and the quality of the built environment.”


	

	4.2 There was concern that too many issues had been ‘shoehorned’ into this one aim and that the natural environment should be a core priority and have its own aim.  There was also disappointment that natural environment issues were not reflected across the whole plan and the links had not been made, for example between natural greenspace and healthy lifestyles.
	

	4.3 Concerns were also raised at the lack of references to the rural economy and the links between this and landscape conservation.  There was also concern at the ‘mainstreaming’ of the rural strategy as it was felt that there was a very real danger of rural matters becoming diluted or lost altogether.
	

	4.4 It was agreed that these concerns should be relayed back to Cllr Mitchell along with disappointment that many of the comments made haven’t been acknowledged.

4.5 MB reminded the forum that the Council Plan is updated annually so there would be future opportunities to input.  He suggested that the forum agrees on up to four points it wishes to see addressed in future updates in order to focus the message and review future versions against.  These can be considered in drafting communication to Cllr Mitchell.

5. Landscape and Biodiversity Strategy Review

           (MB)
This document is to be reviewed over the next financial year at it is planned to have a series of workshops for the Natural Environment Forum, which will be the main route through which external organisations engage with the review.  The first workshop will form part of the next main NEF meeting with feedback on achievements and lessons learnt from the current strategy.  Dates for the first and subsequent workshops to be circulated as soon as LSP conference date know so as to avoid a clash, but the aim is for a whole forum meeting in May with sub-group meetings in June and July and then feedback at the next whole forum meeting.
	AC

MB

	6.        Sustainable Communities Footprint Group 
           (AC)
6.1      The NEF’s help is being sought to help determine natural environment indicators and targets for some work the group are doing as part of their work for the LSP.
	

	6.2      Initial comments on draft indicators were:

· Natural environment part of 13 should be merged with the biodiversity indicator 14 and historic environment kept separate
	

	· Population of wild birds not a good indicator as impractical as would have to collect additional data to provide statistically valid local information and not necessarily a good indicator as can be artificially boosted through targeted habitat management so may not reflect general state of the environment.

· Data being collected by the Hampshire Biodiversity Centre on SINC management as part of national indicator 197 could be used.

· Not appropriate for NEF to get involved in air quality as this is outside of remit.

· Noise and light pollution indicators are desirable.

6.3      AC to arrange a working group to look at in more detail.  
	AC

	7.        Consultation Opportunities
7.1      LSP conference is likely to be early this year (usually July).  No dates available yet but will be circulated as soon as available.
7.2      Core strategy consultation expected late autumn.  All interested should ensure they have subscribed to the LDF newsletter.

	MB

All

	8.        Updates from Forum Members
           (All)
8.1 PA: countryside service being reviewed;  MBeal now countryside access manager who will be working more closely with districts and progressing countryside access plans.
	

	8.2 MB: new team, combining tree protection and ecology now fully staffed.  Main focus will be on input to planning and other statutory roles, but will also be able to provide better support to NEF and progress landscape and biodiversity strategy and associated actions.

8.3 AC: the wildlife trust has produced a 5-year strategic  plan which re-focuses the strategic direction of the Trust. It will help deliver a less reactive and more targeted approach to conservation concentrating on strategically important biodiversity areas, trying to establish habitat links between existing reserves, through land acquisition in some cases.  One area of interest is along the River Enborne catchment, north of Kingsclere and will be working with BDBC on this.

8.4 KM: draft Overton biodiversity action plan produced and looking to get published with BDBC help.

8.5 PS: Forestry Commission has EU funding for woodfuels promotion within the SE.  Several conferences are planned and Basingstoke a potential venue.  There is also funding for study tours.  Alison Fields to contact MB to discuss further.  Threshold for size of woodland before certification requirements apply has been raised to 100ha.  There is still Woodland Grant Scheme money available and there will be a targeted access grant (£2k on top of normal amount) to support green infrastructure delivery in certain target areas, including a zone around Basingstoke.  Further details will be available soon.

8.6 JJ: raised issue of increased environmental information requirements necessary to support planning applications eg. requirement to have bat and barn owl surveys undertaken before works to farm buildings, and the burden on the rural economy of meeting these costs.  MB said that triggers for requiring ecological information were under review and, in some circumstances, it may be that the level of information being requested is excessive for certain types of project.  However, where there is a significant risk of disturbance to protected species, it is appropriate that such information is requested as this is the only way to ensure that development is sustainable.  He said that if JJ had examples of where he thought he had been unreasonably required to submit ecological information to contact him so that this can inform the review of the council’s requirements. 

9.        Date and Venue of Next Meeting
9.1      Date to be confirmed once LSP conference date know, but aiming mid-May.  Community Hall in Overton to be investigated as possible venue.
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